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"Round his flag we'll rally ever.  Nothing can our union sever."
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Saint Michael Academy

Mission Statement
Rooted in the Catholic tradition and
Spirit of the Presentation Sisters,
the mission of Saint Michael
Academy was to educate young
women in a loving and caring
community, assisting each to
develop her unique gifts and talents
to live a fully Christian life.
 

New York Times Article
After more than a century

on the West Side of
Manhattan, St. Michael

Academy had assumed

the traits of some of its
best students: cash poor,

underestimated by peers,

capable of defying
expectations with

 

Remembering...Earth Day, 1971
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breathtaking
regularity...(read more) 
 

SMAAA Board of

Directors
Jeanne Boyd Billings '74
(Secretary - Association and

Charitable Foundation)

 
Sr. Mary Byrnes, PBVM '63
 
Blanca Camacho '74
(VP - Association)

 
Sr. Kathleen Cusack, PVBM
'54
 
Sharon Duritzo '72
 
Jessica Libroia '87
(VP - Charitable Foundation)

 
Mary O'Hara '62
(VP - Charitable Foundation)

 
Genevieve O'Hare '47
 
Roberta Olgiati '74
 
Maria Pani '74
(Treasurer - Association and

Charitable Foundation)

 
Lorraine Pogan Shef '64
(President - Association and

Charitable Foundation)

 
Patti Wu '70
 

Join Our

Mailing List

Earth Day was founded by United States Senator Gaylord Nelson as an environmental

teach-in first held on April 22, 1970. While this April 22 Earth Day was focused on the

United States, an organiza)on launched by Denis Hayes, who was the original na)onal

coordinator in 1970, took it interna)onal in 1990 and organized events in 141 na)ons. 

Earth Day is now coordinated globally by the Earth Day Network, and is celebrated in

more than 175 countries every year.  (Wikipedia) 

What are your memories of Earth Day (or any other day)
at St. Michael's?  Write up a short article, send it to
SMAAANYC@aol.com,  and we will try to include it
in the "Down Memory Lane" section of your newsletter!

Columbus Day Parade 
 

PUT YOUR BEST FOOT FORWARD!

Come relive the glory days of SMA and join

us in our march up Fi�h Avenue!

We are pu�ng in our applica�on to march in

the upcoming Columbus Day Parade, which

takes place on Monday, October 10, 2011. 

The parade route is up Fi�h Avenue, from

44th to 72nd Streets.  We will tell you the par�culars as soon as

we have them.  But, for now, just save the date!

Class Reunion News 

 

FOR ALL CLASSES!
 

It is looking more and more likely that we will have one large

reunion for ALL SMA ALUMNAE/I (i.e., graduates, teachers, and

administra�ve staff) some�me in October of this year.  At that

reunion, we will honor those classes (from this year and last year)

celebra�ng their 25th and 50th reunions.

Please be on the lookout for updates in our newsle8ers.  In the

mean�me, please spread the word to your friends, and encourage

them to join our mailing list (by clicking on the link to the le�).

Please note: Although they will not have graduated high school by

this October, THE SMA CLASSES OF 2012 AND 2013 are most

especially invited to this joyous event.

Progress Report

Association Progress Report
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Where Your Dues Are Going
 

We hope to form the basis of an organization that will serve
the SMA alumnae for many years to come. As part of that
effort, we have incorporated the organization, we are
applying for federal tax exempt status, we are working with
a website creator to construct an SMA website that will
make it easier in this internet age to establish and maintain
contact with our SMA brothers and sisters, we are
continuing to update our mailing list and find new ways to
reach out to our SMA alumnae across the miles and the ages.
But we cannot do this without your continued input and
support. To date, by our calculations, less than 2% of our
alums have responded. Please help us make the association a
success by becoming a member, forwarding our newsletter
to every SMA alum you know (don't assume that we have
their email addresses - our list is limited), and giving us your
ideas about how to grow the association and help it to
succeed.
 

Update Your Contact Info

  

Our outreach efforts can only be as good as our contact
information, which is outdated.  In order to be a successful
entity, our alumnae association needs to have the correct
contact information for all of us.  Please send your full name
(maiden and married), address, phone number, email address
and year of graduation (or, in the case of the displaced
Michaelites, the year they would have graduated from SMA)
to SMAAANYC@aol.com.  We will not share your
information with, or sell your information to, anyone.
  
(Please know that our definition of an SMA alum is anyone
who ever attended, or was on staff at, Saint Michael
Academy.  Sisters, brothers, teachers, administrative
staff...we invite you all to join our mailing list by clicking on
the "Join Our Mailing List" link to the left.)
  

Forward March! 
Forward, facebook, twitter, do

whatever it takes to get the word
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out about the SMAAA! 
  

Class Chairs - please forward this
to your email groups.  Use the

icons at the top of this newsletter
to post onto your facebook page. 

And don't forget to add
SMAAANYC@aol.com to your address book.  Get on

your marks, get set... TWEET, TWEET!
  

Down Memory Lane 
 

The following is an excerpt from a book

wri8en by St. Michael's Grammar

School graduate (1944) Louis Le Jacq

en�tled "Our Time".  It is reprinted with

Mr. Le Jacq's permission.  I hope you

enjoy it as much as I did...

In 1974 I had composed a piece about

Hell's Kitchen and St. Michael's School,

musing about what life was like in 1944. 

I revisited the old neighborhood in 1991

and wrote:

HELL'S KITCHEN -HEAVEN'S DINER

It was a sunny summer morning on March 9, 1991 when, on a

whim, I decided to drive from our home in scenic Connec)cut to

Hell's Kitchen. At 7 a.m. on the Merri8 Parkway, I turned on the

program, "Religion On The Line." Father Paul Keenan, the host,

was interviewing the singer Louise O'Brien. She was recoun)ng

stories about her show business career - the years with Mitch

Miller's band, concert tours, television shows - suddenly she

switched to highligh)ng St. Michael's Church where she sang at

the 10 o'clock Mass every Sunday. It was probably just a

coincidence that I was headed there.

At 8 a.m. I parked on 34th Street across from where Gristede's

grocery store had been 50 years ago. Now, that spot housed

Shu8er's Café, a discotheque. The church doors were locked - the

first Mass was not un)l 10 a.m. When I was an altar boy Masses

started at 6 a.m. and went through to early aDernoon. I walked to

the corner where Bickford's cafeteria had been, that's where we

had our hot chocolate and donuts aDer serving a weekday funeral

Mass - par)cularly enjoyable as we delayed returning to class.
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The bright and cheery diner was s)ll on the corner of 33rd Street.

The Hispanic waitress had a happy smile - in a burst of freedom I

ordered two eggs over, bacon, home fries, rye toast and coffee. I

never have breakfast, but this was a special morning. Looking out

the window, I fantasized the s)ckball and street games we played

just a few feet away. I could almost hear the earthy, bantering

sounds of Hell's Kitchen.

In the booth in front of mine sat an elderly, dis)nguished looking

man calmly turning the pages of the Daily News. Leaning

forward, I said, "Excuse me, have you lived here long?" He

smiled, "Forty-two years, I have a condominium on 34th Street

across from Shu8ers Café, which I own." He told me how the

neighborhood was changing - new apartment buildings were

going up and gentrifica)on was in full swing. He asked, "Have

you seen the church? It really looks great." He talked excitedly

about his hobbies - playing the piano and wri)ng jazz music.

Walking towards 10th Avenue I passed the convent and the

creviced cement wall where our rubber balls, called "Spaldeens,"

hit and stuck aDer being punched against the stoop across the

street. I tried the large oaken school door - it wasn't locked. Here

was the familiar hallway, the principal's office, the door leading

to the convent. I pictured Sister Mary Eymard, my seventh grade

teacher that we loved, standing in that doorway. The door

opened and a smiling nun stepped out holding a sheaf of papers.

Sister Kate listened as I went on about my years at St. Michael's

Grammar School. She had known all my teachers! It was now

9:45 - )me to head for Mass. As I hurried down the hall Sister

Kate called cheerily, "See you in church!"

The parking lot adjoining the school used to be our baseball

diamond. At that )me it was strewn with broken cement and

cinders - that didn't dissuade us from playing fierce baseball

games. More than once, foul balls broke store windows across

the street. I don't recall ever geJng into trouble about that - of

course, we would have sca8ered by the )me the last piece of

glass had hit the ground. I cut through the alley where Fat Joe

and I fought aDer Benedic)on to establish gang standing - Joe

had a good heart but he was also big and strong. He won.

I walked up the church steps - they were fewer and smaller than I

remembered. At each side of the middle aisle stood a smiling

couple, about my age, giving out hymnals. I explained how 50

years earlier I had served Mass here. They had known most of my

friends and even the pre8y red head, Doris Smith, my first great

crush in the sixth grade! We never spoke, but we did stare at each

other a few )mes.
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The church had been newly painted and the altar moved forward,

closer to the people. A stylishly dressed, a8rac)ve lady, Louise

O'Brien, was moving to the microphone. The large church was

more than half full - Hispanics, Africans and Eastern Europeans

predominated. In 1943 the congrega)on was almost exclusively

Irish, Italians and Polish. A nicely woven homily by a young Jesuit,

Louise singing, Sister Kate in the pew in front of me, and a nun

joyfully playing the organ made for a happy scene.

ADer Mass I walked behind the altar into the room where the

cassocks and surplices worn by altar boys were kept. This was the

same room that we played dice in! I went down the stairs to the

gym. Three nuns sat at tables talking to a group of teenagers

about God - it was a CCD, Confraternity of Chris)an Doctrine,

class. They all turned and stared at me. I started telling them

about how I played basketball in this gym, and clashed cymbals

on the stage in an eighth grade play.

For the most part it serves li8le purpose to dwell on the past.

That's true - but remembering, for me, rekindles my personal

sense of iden)ty.

 

Start-Up Expenses 
If we have any hope of making this alumnae association a success, we
need to become firmly established.  Doing that requires significant
start-up costs that we are trying to cover.  Here is a list of just a few of
our basic expenses...
  
Emailed Newsletter..........................$450
Corporate Filing
Fees.......................$270
Website..........................................$225
Application for recognition as a
tax exempt organization ..................$800
  
To date, we have collected dues from less than 2% of the alumnae/i. 
As we have said, we have gone out of our way to keep the dues low,
because we want as many SMA brothers and sisters as possible to be
able to join.  When we are more firmly established, we will explore
additional ways to raise money (50/50 raffles, fundraising events, etc.),
but until such time we are relying on each and every one of you to join
the SMAAA by sending us a check for $25 (or more) to Jeanne Billings
(SMAAA), 6 Greenacres Avenue, Scarsdale, NY 10583.  Be sure to

include your updated contact information - name, maiden name,

address, email address, phone number, year of graduation - and

please encourage your classmates to do the same  If we do not get
our feet planted firmly under us, then we will not be able to stand for
long.  Thank you, all!
  

Grammar School Graduate? 
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Are you a Saint Michael Grammar School graduate?  Chances are

good that we do not have your current contact information.  Please
send it to us at SMAAANYC@aol.com.
  
If you graduated from St. Michael's School in 1957, Rosemarie
Iacovelli is looking for you!!!  She has found Anthony Gaffney and John
D'Iorio, but would love to stay connected to the rest of her class. 
Please write to SMAAANYC@aol.com and we will put you in touch with
each other.
  

Support the Presentation Sisters 
 

Might We Suggest... 
that those of you who would

like to ensure the legacy of Saint

Michael Academy do so
by giving a donation to the

Presentation Sisters.  Please

send your contribution directly
to the Sisters' motherhouse, and

note in the memo line that it is

an SMA Donation:
 

Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Administration Office

84 Presentation Way
New Windsor, NY  12553-4949
 

Whassup???
OK, we've said our piece, for the moment.  Now it's your turn to tell us

what's going on in your life...with your family...with your classmates. 

Or just send us some of your pictures (.jpg format, please) from when
you went to SMA, so that we can all have some fun with that!
  
Email the news (and any pix that go with it) to SMAAANYC@aol.com. 
Include your name and year of your graduation.  Look for it in our next
issue.
  
SMA Alumnae Association

SMAAANYC@aol.com
 

 Annual Dues
If you have already paid your 2011 annual dues to the SMAAA, Thank You!  We
appreciate your support! We have set this year's dues at a reasonable $25, just to

cover our start-up costs (which are mounting quickly!!!)  At the moment, we are

emailing this publication to just over 1,000 people. We have an "open rate" of
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approximately 40%, which means that only 400 of the alumnae are aware of our

existance! We need your help to do better than that.

 
Please make out your check for $25 (or more?) to SMAAA, and mail it to Jeanne

Billings (SMAAA), 6 Greenacres Avenue, Scarsdale, NY10583.Be sure to include

your updated contact information - name, maiden name, address, email address,

phone number, year of graduation - and please encourage your classmates to do

the same.(Hand in hand we'll work together!)
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