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"Round his flag we'll rally ever.  Nothing can our union sever."

In This Issue

Board of Directors

Tax Information

Facebook

Meet the New Board Members

Reunion 2013

Where to Stay?

Where Are They?

Looking for...

Dancing Dreams

What's the Scoop?

Holy Cross School

Senior Moment!

Another Answer

Passings

2013 Dues

Summer Concert Series

SMAAA Website

Transcripts

Saint Michael Academy

Mission Statement
Rooted in the Catholic tradition and
Spirit of the Presentation Sisters, the
mission of Saint Michael
Academy was to educate young
women in a loving and caring
community, assisting each to develop
her unique gifts and talents to live a
fully Christian life.
 

New York Times Article
After more than a century
on the West Side of

Spread the Word!
 
See  that  little  blue  facebook

icon  at  the  top  of  this

newsletter?   (It's  waaaay  up

there,  on  the  left,  above  the

header.)  Please click on it and

"send"  us  to  your  facebook

page, so that your SMA friends

can know we exist.  Odds are

that they will  want to join the

SMAAA, read all the news about their classmates, and

plan for an upcoming reunion. One little click is all it

takes.  Thanks!
 

New SMAAA Board Members 

Please join us in welcoming these three new members

of the SMAAA Board of Directors...

Noreen White Rogan
 
            After earning a B.S. from St. Thomas Aquinas and M.S.W.
from Yeshiva University I was an educator in elementary school
and high school and an administrator in high school.  I also worked
in foster care as a program director for a group residence.  After
almost 50 years in education, I retired in September 2012.  I



Manhattan, St. Michael
Academy had assumed the
traits of some of its best
students: cash poor,
underestimated by peers,
capable of defying
expectations with
breathtaking
regularity...(read more) 
 

SMAAA Board of

Directors
 
Lorraine Pogan Shef '64
(President - Association &
Charitable Foundation)
Blanca Camacho '74
(VP - Association)
Jessica Libroia '87
(VP - Charitable
Foundation)
Jeanne Boyd Billings '74
(Secretary - Association &
Charitable Foundation)
Maria Pani '74
(Treasurer - Association &
Charitable Foundation)
Sharon Duritzo '72
Genevieve O'Hare '47
Noreen White Rogan, '60
Kathy Seyfried, '74 
Blanca Vasquez, '93 
Patti Wu '70

Join Our Mailing

List

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tax Information
Contributions made
(including any dues

enjoy traveling with my husband Bob, reading and not getting up at
5:45.
            As a student (Class of 1960), teacher and principal at SMA
(Sr. Noreen 1978-1989), I feel that now that I am retired I am
willing and able to serve on the Board of Directors of SMAAA.  At
the closing ceremony, I spoke about the torch passing from class
to class and the importance of keeping the spirit of SMA alive.  I
believe that this is the work of the Board and I would be happy to
serve as one of its members.
 

Kathy Seyfried
 
            I am a 1974 graduate of SMA.  I am principal of Total
Healthcare Solutions, LLC which is a consulting firm offering
coding, compliance auditing and practice management services for
medical practices.  I am also a member and have been an officer of
several professional organizations.
            I also volunteer for civic organizations.  I am the past
president of the Lakeville Estates Civic Association, was
appointed the Chair of the Town of North Hempstead's Traffic
Safety Commission, am a current Trustee of the Hillside Public
Library and of the Nassau Library System.  As a member of
Nassau County CERT - the Community Emergency Response Team
since 2006, I am the Assistant Division Unit Leader for the New
Hyde Park area, Moulage Team Leader and Outreach Coordinator.
            I believe that my experience will enable me to help
SMAAA move forward especially in the areas of fund raising and
communications.
 

Blanca N. Vasquez
 
            I was fortunate enough to attend SMA through the
Student Sponsor Partnership which was introduced to my sister
and me (who also graduated from SMA in 1992) by our pastor. 
Originally from the Lower East Side in Manhattan, I grew up with
a passion for the arts and education.  I learned about acting
through my Drama teacher at SMA, Ms. Susan Breslin.  She
pushed me to put together my first acting resume so that I could
audition for my first theater company.  I learned about being
prepared and being a professional through Ms. Breslin.  Also,
people today are shocked when I say I learned how to type on an
actual typewriter, thanks to SMA!  I was also involved in not only



paid) to the Saint
Michael Academy
Alumnae Association,
Inc. are not deductible
for Federal income tax
purposes.
 
   

singing in the chorus with Ms. Breslin but also in the Yearbook
Club and the Student Council.  I graduated in 1993.
            Since then, I received a B.A. in Communications from
Marist College and created a career in entertainment as an
actress, an arts administrator and a teaching artist.  A major part
of my professional life has been acting, specifically bilingual
educational work in children's theater and voiceover.  However,
during those years I have coordinated programs and events,
worked as a Performing Arts Director, Education Director and
produced fundraisers in several non-profit organizations. 
Currently I am working at Sesame Street and live in Kew Gardens,
Queens.  I am called a Kid Magnet.  I am passionate, very giving
and organized.  I keep in touch with the majority of my college,
high school and even kindergarten friends.
            I want to be on the Board because I love people and people
love me!  I WANT to be a mentor for young girls the way I had
the opportunity.  I LOVE making a difference for people whether
it's at work or play.  I want to be the one to get my classmates
involved.  I BELIEVE in my heart that when we contribute to
another's life, we grow and fill the small void in our own lives.
 

Annual Meeting 

Please click here
to read the President's Report from the Annual Meeting

 

Reunion 2013

 



Saint Michael Academy Alumnae AssociationSaint Michael Academy Alumnae AssociationSaint Michael Academy Alumnae AssociationSaint Michael Academy Alumnae Association
cordially invites you tocordially invites you tocordially invites you tocordially invites you to

REUNION 2013REUNION 2013REUNION 2013REUNION 2013
celebrating the graduating classes ending in "3" and "8"celebrating the graduating classes ending in "3" and "8"celebrating the graduating classes ending in "3" and "8"celebrating the graduating classes ending in "3" and "8"

and honoring the graduating classes ofand honoring the graduating classes ofand honoring the graduating classes ofand honoring the graduating classes of

1963 and 19881963 and 19881963 and 19881963 and 1988

Saturday, September 28, 2013Saturday, September 28, 2013Saturday, September 28, 2013Saturday, September 28, 2013

12:00 - 4:00 PM12:00 - 4:00 PM12:00 - 4:00 PM12:00 - 4:00 PM

Casa NonnaCasa NonnaCasa NonnaCasa Nonna

310 West 38th Street310 West 38th Street310 West 38th Street310 West 38th Street

(between 8th and 9th Avenues)(between 8th and 9th Avenues)(between 8th and 9th Avenues)(between 8th and 9th Avenues)

New York, NY 10018New York, NY 10018New York, NY 10018New York, NY 10018
 

*Reservations: $75 per person (RSVP by September 14, 2013)
 

There is a 5:00 PM mass at the Church of St. Michael,
for those who are interested in attending.

 
 CLICK HERE TO PRINT OUT A RESPONSE FORM 

 
*Physical tickets will not be issued.  Your reservation will be held at the

door.
  
Please know that,  although this  reunion will celebrate in particular  those SMA

high school graduates from years ending in "3" and "8", our reunions are ALWAYS

open to ALL SMA alums (grammar school, high school, faculty, staff). If  you are

able to round up your classmates and want to join in the fun, PLEASE DO! 

 

Reunion 2013 - Where to Stay/Park?
 

Of course there are a MILLION
places to stay in Manhattan, but
here  are  the  ones  that
MapQuest  says  are  closest  to
the Reunion 2013 venue.



 
 
And  here  are  the  parking
garages that are listed as being
closest to the restaurant!
 
 

Where in the World is...

Several reunion invitations have been returned us because we

do not have current addresses for some of our alums.

Can you help us find...

1938

Eileen (Casey) Kelly
 

1943

Mary Cavanagh, Dolores Sweeney
 

1948

Sr. Elizabeth Burke, PBVM, Marianne De Lisi, Mildred Feudtner,
Dorothy Grealish, Eileen (Colgan) Kennedy, Pat (Riordan) Kenny,

Marilyn Twohie
 

1953

Mary Armellino, Virginia (Finley) Henwood, Rita (Gordon) Lang,
Patricia (Woods) McDonald, Catherine McHugh, Loretta O'Neill,

Mary (O'Connell) Pasemann, Eleanor Somma
 

1958

Helen Durkin, Jeanette (Hernandez) Jorge, Dee White
 



1963

Harriet (Mare) Amoroso, Mary (Bravyak) Balaschak, Kathleen
(McEvoy) Birmingham, Barbara (Mathushek) Bricker, Corinne
Camp, Dorothy Dorrler, Margaret Ewan, Dianne Gleason-Rice,

Joanne (Clohessy) Havican, Kathleen Hayes, Regina Kiry Jewicz,
Jacquiline Judge, Pamela Kageyama, Jacqueline (Greco) Manasso,

Margaret Mason, Lucille (Potenza) McFadden
 

1968

Grace Scalogna, Sarah (Quinn) Slis, Carol Sommerville, Christine
(Muscat) Winslow

 

1973

Linda Milici, Deinse (Larson) Ely-Palaia, Alicia (Stogniew) Ferrera,
Jeanne Gomez, Mary Ellen Keenan, Bernadette (Bellino) Radie,

Caroline (Regan) Riccio, Valerie Sutton
 

1978

Jennifer (Reilly) Maloney, Ana Martinez, Kathryn McCafferty,
Elizabeth (Molina) McLean, Laura (Takvorian) Monforte, Eileen
O'Connor, Tina (Luttrell) Rau, Roseanna (Mangano) Salvatore,

Diane Shapero, Maria (Santiago) Vasquez, Nancy Weber, Audrey
Wozniak

 
1983

Bernadette (Kaufman) Broughal, Allison Jimenez, Tracy (Walsh)
Sheptuk, Mariaelena (Clarke) Soto, Theresa Zocchi

 

1988

Kerri Ann Condon, Anna Desarno, Mildred Donato, Belinda
(Bensen) Pederson, Kathren Santiago, Yvette Santos, Louise

Sultana, Lisa (Palladino) Velez, Laura Vergara
 

1993

Susan Calderon, Karensa Coltrain, Donna Evans, Barbara
Giannantonio, Stephanie Marinez, Katia Matias, Tatum McGovern,

Gwendolyn Winfield
 

1997

Isolina Minaya
 

1998



Loreley Bengoechea, Veronica Biel, Xenia Brown, Chakil Craig,
Giomar De La Cuadra, Dakota Duncan, Edwina Gomez, Cathy
Lambert, Alexandria Lopez, Alissa Marrero, Stacey Padilla,

Deborah Ramirez, Celena (Antonetty) Rivera, Dionisa Santiago
 

2003

Monique Brown, Melissa Chao, Dawn Ferris, Marie Fuentes, Maria
Gaba, Valerie Gelin, Margaret Gormon-Vasquez, Alessandria

Watson

Please "reply" to this email, or write to us at
SMAAANYC@aol.com

if you can help us out.  Thanks!

Someone is trying to find...

"Hello, everyone! If anyone knows the whereabouts of Candace

Conforti, Class of 1969, would you please give her my e/m

address? Thank you, I've been trying to get in touch with her

for over 5 years. We came from the same neighborhood. She

lived in Greenpoint, Brooklyn.  All my attempts searching the

internet come up empty, which is kind of strange. Thank you

for your help. Paul Pecora"

 

(Editor's Note: If you have any contact information for this alum,
please send it to SMAAANYC@aol.com and we will pass this
information on to her.)

Dancing Dreams



"In the Heights" cast members Blanca Camacho (SMA Class of 1974,
standing on the left) and Sharona D'Ornellas (crouching on the right)
join Samantha Perez (Class of 2012, standing next to Blanca) to

support her efforts with the organization known as "Dancing

Dreams", a program which "provides classes for aspiring dancers
with mental and physical disabilities."

photo credit: Hiroko Cheng / www.hirokophotography.com

What's the Scoop? 

Please write to us at SMAAANYC@aol.com with news of yourself,
your family, your friends, your DOG (well, maybe not).  

Meeting up with your friends?  Tell us about it.  Better yet, send
us some pictures of your gathering.  



Moving?  Please send us your updated contact information.

Remember...that's SMAAANYC@aol.com !  (And don't forget to
add us to your address book so that we don't end up in your spam
folder.)
 
Thanks!

In the Neighborhood... 

Another One Bites the Dust...

"The grade school at the church, which held its first classes in
the mid-19th century, was one of 21 ordered closed in January by
the archdiocese for financial reasons. Holy Cross alumni had
rallied to save the school and Father Colapietro said he had
organized fund-raisers in the Hamptons. He said the school's
supporters pledged $200,000 for each of two years, but it was
not enough."  Read the article in the New York Times.

Senior Moment! 
 

I hope one of my fellow Michaelites can help me! I know the words to
the SMA school song, i.e. "we are Saintly Michael's daughters, etc."
I, however, have been wracking my brain to remember the beginning



of the song. I seem to remember that it started with:
 
Through the halls of highest heaven
Rang the cry still unforgiven
Satan's proud defy
Marshalled were his mighty minions
Clanked their arms
And spread their pinions
Pledged to wrest the heaven's
dominions
From the Lord on high
With .............of thunder
He broke their might asunder
............................................
...........................................
..........................................
Michael crushed the foe
 
PLEASE fill in the blanks or correct and let me know!!!!!
 
Thanks,
Mary Jane Fogerty McQuade '66 
 

Another Answer (Sort Of)
 

For Mary Jane who asked about the school song:

I don't recognize the words she wrote, but this is what I thought:

We are saintly Michael's daughters,
Proud of all the fame he brought us,
Proud of all he gave and taught us,
In the cause of right.

His the shield that stretches o'er us,
His the name we bear before us,
His the sword which conquers for us,
In the thickest fight.

To the proud pretender
We will ne'er surrender:
Our battle cry, to live or die -
Saint Michael our defender.

Round his flag we'll rally ever,
Nothing can our union sever.
Hand in hand we'll work together
For the God of Truth.
End



I would love for you to print the "other" song, sung at assemblies, it
always brought tears to my eyes, and still can:

Two Different Worlds

Old and new, we love the old and new
And now the time has come for you to
   say goodbye
We have shared the life of S.M.A....
Through all the joys and tears together
   day by day.
Now is the time for the Juniors to take
   their stand
Holding with them the Seniors love
   hand to hand
We have known a spirit strong and
  bright
So farewell, and good luck , Michaelites!

Time has come
when Seniors go their way
But we will take with us the love of S.M.A.
Yes, we've shared a true unselfish love,
   through all our lives
No tears for us, for the Seniors have
   always had
A courage that shines, so bright, as a
   "True Michaelight"
We have known a spirit strong and bright
So now we give to you our torch,
Our shining light!
No goodbyes--just our love--
   Michaelights!

Thank you to Blanca Camacho who gave me the words to this song
at one of the reunions I was fortunate to attend.
I would love to see this printed in the Michaelight -- no goodbyes for
any of us, we share a spirit strong and bright, and also a bond that
will never be broken, even if our school is physically not there, the
times we all shared remain...

Eileen Fitzgerald-Greene
Class of '74  
 

Class Notes

Andrea Calamaras (Class of '69) includes this with her $25 dues

payment...

 



"I appreciate all you do and look forward to our next reunion -

Class of 1969.  I got my Real Estate license 2 years ago - if anyone

is looking to buy or sell on Long Island I would love to help!"

 

  

  

Passings

Pauline (DeDomenico) Carretta, Class ofPauline (DeDomenico) Carretta, Class ofPauline (DeDomenico) Carretta, Class ofPauline (DeDomenico) Carretta, Class of

'63'63'63'63, passed away on May 6, 2013.

 

Susan (Isgro) Carigliano, Class of '63Susan (Isgro) Carigliano, Class of '63Susan (Isgro) Carigliano, Class of '63Susan (Isgro) Carigliano, Class of '63,

passed away on January 28, 2011 from cancer.

 

Janet E. (Barrett) Hastings, Class of '58Janet E. (Barrett) Hastings, Class of '58Janet E. (Barrett) Hastings, Class of '58Janet E. (Barrett) Hastings, Class of '58, passed away on

June 17, 2010.

 

Join the SMAAA Today! 

DON'T LET THIS HAPPEN TO US!



Thousands of SMA alums, but only 88 members of the

SMAAA!  (And that INCLUDES the members of the SMAAA

Board of Directors!!!)  Please help us stay in "business" by

joining the SMAAA today...
 

Your annual dues enable us to keep the spirit of SMA alive through our
newsletter, our website, our reunions and (soon) our charitable
outreach.  Your dues go toward covering our operating expenses.  This
emailed newsletter costs money (approximately $400/year), mailings cost
money (last year's reunion mailing cost us close to $1,000), just being
in existence costs money (filing fees, etc.)
 
To remain a voting member of the SMAAA you must renew your
membership annually.  Please become a member of the SMAAA, or renew
your existing membership, by sending this year's $25 dues to:
 

Jeanne Billings
SMAAA

6 Greenacres Avenue
Scarsdale, NY  10583

 

Please make your check payable to "SMAAA" and don't forget to
include your updated contact information in with your payment.
 

We would appreciate it if you would forward this email to all of your SMA
classmates and/or post it to your Facebook page.  ("Nothing can our union
sever!")
 
Contributions made (including any dues paid) to the Saint Michael Academy Alumnae
Association, Inc. are not deductible for Federal income tax purposes.
 
 

Summer Concert Series 

 
Maestro Lou Panacciulli, Power Memorial class of
1968, conducts the Nassau Pops Symphony



Orchestra in a series of free outdoor concerts
throughout Nassau County during the month of
July.  Maestro Panacciulli is the brother of our own
Lisa Panacciulli van Der Veer, Class of 1964.  The
orchestra is composed of Long Island based music
teachers.  For more information log onto
http://www.npso.org/.

 

SaintMichaelAcademy.com 

 
Visit us at www.SaintMichaelAcademy.com and let the good times roll!

Make sure to register, so that you can begin to connect with your classmates.
Read past newsletters and keep current with all of the SMAAA news.

 
We find ourselves when we find each other.

Come find yourself at www.SaintMichaelAcademy.com.
 

 

Transcripts 

 
Need your school transcript?

Please call Kenya in the
St. Michael Parish Office

(212-563-2547)
and she will help you!

 
 

Archived Newsletters 

Are you new to "The Michaelight"?  If you are
interested in reading past editions, please visit



our website (www.saintmichaelacademy.com),
click on "Newsletters" and catch up on what
you've missed!  While you're there, please
register.  By doing that, you can start to
connect with your classmates.  "See" you there!

 

 

Might We Suggest... 
that those of you who would like to ensure
the legacy of Saint Michael Academy do so
by giving a donation to the Presentation
Sisters.  Please send your contribution
directly to the Sisters' motherhouse, and
note in the memo line that it is an SMA
Donation:
 

Sisters of the Presentation of the

Blessed Virgin Mary
Administration Office
84 Presentation Way
New Windsor, NY  12553-4949
 


